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to save ourselves and the ship. Then the carpenter mended the
rother we had saved; and within two or three dayes the weather
began to bee somewhat faire and the sea smooth. So we put
out a signe to the Hector to come neere us; out of which the
master, Master Sander Cole1, came and brought the best
swimmers and divers that he had in his ship, who helped us not a
little in the businesse wee had to doe. Thus, by Gods good
blessing, we hung our rother againe upon the two hookes that
were left; so that we had some goode hope to obtaine one port
or other to relieve ourselves withall. Now wee had beene
beaten to and fro in these mightie seas, and had many more
stormes of weather then are here expressed (sometimes for one
whole moneth together); so that our men began to fall sicke and
diseased. And the wind fell so short that wee could fetch no
part of the coast of Africa, which was neerest to us. Committing
ourselves therefore to God, we set saile straight for the iland of
Saint Helena; for we knew we had doubled the Cape of Buena
Esperanza, by the height wee were in to the northward [sic]. As
we were in our course, the maineyard fell downe, and strooke
one of our men into the sea, and he was drowned.
This was the end (God be thanked) of all our hard fortunes.
The fift day of June wee passed the Tropicke of Capricorne; and
the sixteenth, in the morning, wee had sight of the iland of
Saint Helena; at the sight wereof there was no smale rejoycing
among us. Wee bare close along by the shoare, the better to get
the best of the road in the harbour; where wee came to an
anchor, right against a small chappell, which the Portugals had
built there long since. Our ships rode in twelve fatham water,
which is the best of the harbor. At our going ashoare, we found
by many writings that the carrackes of Portugall had departed
from thence but eight dayes before our comming.
In this iland there is very good refreshing of water and wild
goats; but they are hard to come by, unlesse good direction be
given for the getting of them. And this course our generall
tooke. He appointed foure lusty men and of the best shot he
had, to goe into the iland and make their abode in the middest
of it; and to every shot he appointed foure men to attend him, to
1 I.e. Alexander Cole (see p. 126). He went out again in the same capacity
in the Second Voyage and was drowned in Table Bay on the outward voyage.